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Editorial 
During the twentieth century tremendous advances have 

been made in raising the general standard of living, but the growth 
has not been balanced. Consideration has been made for material 
benefits, whilst culture has been quietly pushed into a rut to 
meditate over its wire constructions and wholetone scales. Both 
radio and television, in trying to cater for the largest possible 
public, have arrived at a mediocre compromise, leaving the 
"educated" man dissatisfied. Since the majority of people rely 
almost entirely upon the broadcasting medium for their enter-
tainment the vicious circle holding back culture continues. 
Theatres .have been forced to close down and companies have 
been driven out "on the road"; the professional artist is no more 
certain of earning his living from day to day than the professional 
gambler. A healthy, constant exchange between poets, musicians, 
painters, sculptors and their public is not likely to be achieved 
for many years while these conditions prevail. 

Whereas in society the man seeking culture is inevitably , 
compelled to join in somewhat esoteric groups (another vicious 
circle!), at D.H.S. everything short of high-pressure evangelism 
has been tried to draw boys into societies which foster an appre-
ciation of the arts and sciences. There are no barriers whatsoever 
to joining or helping in any school society; ignorance of the subject 
is soon remedied. Yet to many boys, school is an academic shop 
where they serve between the hours of nine and four each day ; 
they do not seem to regard it as a small cosmos which dominates 
their everyday life. Consequently, that intense unity and pride 
of belonging, which should characterise the grammar school, 
tend to suffer. 

It rests with young people in public and grammar schools, 
who will form the enlightened section of the community, to give 
culture its due stress in everyday life. In a few years leisure hours 
will probably form the greater part of many people's lives, and 



they will be faced with three possible groups of pastimes: those 
which are self-educative, creative and satisfying; those which are 
superficial or imbecile, or both; those which are abysmally boring. 
The last two categories are taboo for any boy who has learned 
at school to appreciate truth, goodness and beauty. 

Mr. R. Ferraro 
Mr. Ferraro retired at Easter . this year after a personal 

association with the School covering all but a short period of the 
past fifty years. He was a new boy in 1904 when it was a private 
school catering largely for entry as cadet into the Army and Navy, 
and when the School was taken over by the Devonport Education 
Authority in 1906, he was in the Sixth Form. He became a teacher 
and after serving on the staffs of. Hoe Grammar School and 
Wolverley School, near Kidderminster, he returned to D.H.S. 
as 'a master in 1917, though only for a period of six weeks, when 
he joined the Army and served with the Army Meteorological 
Service in France. He came back in 1919 and was with the School 
until his retirement. At one time he taught a good deal of Science, 
but from 1936 he taught only Mathematics and he was for many 
years Senior Mathematics Master: On the retirement in 1947 
of his brother; Mr. J. H. Ferraro, he became Senior Master of the 
School and, shortly afterwards, he was called upon to act as Head-
master for a term, pending a new appointment. As Acting Head-
master, he was strikingly successful and, without any change 
in his usual quiet demeanour, he retained the respect and confidence 
of the whole, School, masters and boys alike. The "Interregnum" 
is famous in recent school history. 

Mr. Ferraro was on very good terms with the boys. He claims 
that any success he had in teaching was due to his practice of 
enlivening what might have been dull routine by his "footnotes." 
He had a stock of appropriate witticisms and would produce 
them 'with recurrent freshness and unerring accuracy. At a 
farewell dinner, Mr. Ferraro recalled that one form had retaliated 
by making him a present of a book of new jokes. But any boys 
who have had the benefit of his teaching will know that this picture 
of his work is quite inadequate and that in him they had a master 
who would spare no efforts to help them. Like Mr. Ferraro 
himself, his boys always knew exactly where they were and what 
ground had been covered. If they did not know what remained 
to be done, they could be confident that he did and that the end 
would be reached in good time. 

As one associated with the School from its foundation, he came 
to be regarded as a repository of its great tradition and, in bidding 
him farewell and in wishing him a long and happy retirement, 
we who remain can give him our assurance that, so far as we are 
able, we will see that those traditions are maintained. 
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